
 

History Progression in 
Learning 

At St Peter’s, history is about building 
knowledge to have empathy for people in the 

past and now, understanding how their and our 
history impacts us.  

 

Statement of intent 

At St Peters, our intent is that our teaching of History will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of the past of the wider world. We aim 

for it to inspire pupils’ curiosity about the past and to know more about the past. We aim to enable children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, 

weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. Through the teaching of History, we endeavour to teach children to understand the 

complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the 

challenges of their time. 

 Pupils are taught history in a chronological order through time, enabling progression of learning and skills. Visits, visitors and involvement in the community 

activities are planned in to provide first-hand experiences for the pupils to support and develop their learning as historians and their historical experiences. 

Pupils gain more historical experiences from going on visits and being proud of their local heritage. Pupils will learn lessons from history to influence the 

decisions they make in their lives in the future, supporting school’s overall focus on enabling them to become responsible citizens. 

 

 

 



 

 

National Curriculum 
Purpose of Study Aims 

A high-quality history education will 
help pupils gain a coherent knowledge 
and understanding of Britain’s past 
and that of the wider world. It should 
inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more 
about the past. Teaching should equip 
pupils to ask perceptive questions, 
think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments, and develop perspective 
and judgement. History helps pupils to 
understand the complexity of people’s 
lives, the process of change, the 
diversity of societies and relationships 
between different groups, as well as 
their own identity and the challenges 
of their time. 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 
• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present 
day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 
• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion 
and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 
• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 
‘peasantry’ 
• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 
and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own 
structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern 
how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 
• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social 
history; and between short- and long-term timescales 

EYFS Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

EAD - Children in reception 
will be learning to: 

• Draw information from a 
simple map. 

• Recognise some similarities 
and differences between life in 
this country and life in other 
countries.  

• Explore the natural world 
around them.  

• Describe what they see, 
hear and feel whilst outside. 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using 
common words and phrases relating to the passing of 
time. They should know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological framework and 
identify similarities and differences between ways of life 
in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer 
questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events. They should understand some of the 
ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented. 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate 
use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, 
and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 
They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from 
a range of sources. 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the 
British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine 
overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of 
development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. 



• Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in which 
they live. 

Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes within living memory – where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal aspects of change in 
national life 
• events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of 
London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 
• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements, 
some should be used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen 
Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, 
William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the 
Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary 
Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 
• significant historical events, people and places in their 
own locality 

Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the Confessor 
• a local history study 
• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and 
when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer, The Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt, The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient China 
• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 
• a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one 
study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. 
AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yearly Overview - current 

 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery Me My School Week Things I like to do with my family 

Reception 
My Family 

 
Mrs Armitage – items 

from the past 
Homes when my 

teacher was young 
Everyday Heroes 

Shops and Food when 
my teacher was young 

Seaside in the past 

Year 1 
Toys 

Changes within living memory/Events beyond  
living memory 

Transport 
Events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally 

Explorers 
How people’s lives have shaped this nation 

Year 2 
The Great Fire of London 

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally 

Inventors & Inventions 
Lives of significant individuals in the past  

who have contributed to national and  
international achievements. 

Homes 
Changes in home in Britain 

Year 3 
Prehistoric Britain 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to  
the Iron Age 

Ancient Egypt 
The achievements of the earliest civilisations 

Ancient Greece 

Pupils should be taught a study of Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the western 

world 

Year 4 
The Romans 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
Anglo Saxons 

A Significant turning point in British History 

Vikings 
The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor 

Year 5 
Ancient Maya 

A non-European society that provides contrasts 
with British history 

Tudors 
The changing power of monarchs 

The Golden Age of Steam. 
A significant turning point in British history, for 

example, the first railways 

Year 6 
World War II 

A significant turning point in British history, the 
expansion and dissolution of empires.  

Crime and Punishment 
changes in an aspect of social history, such as 

crime and punishment 

Human / Civil Rights 
The lives of significant individuals in the  
past who have contributed to national  

and international achievements 

 



 

Substantive Concepts 
(developing substantive concepts) 

Core Concept / Intent Definition 

Exploration 
The act of searching for the purpose of discovery of information or resources. In human history, its most dramatic rise was during 
the Age of Discovery when European explorers sailed and charted much of the rest of the world for a variety  of reasons. 

Invasion 
The movement of an army or large group of people into a region, usually in a hostile attack that's part of a war or conflict, or in an 
attempt to take control of it. 

Cultural Change 
Cultural change occurs when a pattern of behaviour shared by a society, or group of people including food, language, clothing, 
tools, music, arts, customs, beliefs, and religion alters. This can happen through environmental change or through innovation. 

Revolution and Change The overthrow of a political system or government (sometimes by force) and the setting up of a new government in its place. 

Empire 
A group of territories or peoples under one ruler. Throughout history countries have wanted to control lands beyond their borders 
in order to expand their empire, mainly to get power or wealth. This practice is called imperialism. 

Technological Advancement 
The generation of information or the discovery of knowledge that advances the understanding of technology within a specific 
society or civilisation. 

Law and Order 
A situation in which the laws (binding custom or practice of a community or formally recognized as binding or enforced by a 
controlling authority of a country) are being obeyed, especially when the police or army are used to make certain of this. 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Toys Transport Explorers 

The 
Great 
Fire of 

London 

Inventors 
& 

Inventions 
Homes 

Prehistoric 
Britain 

Ancient 
Egypt 

Ancient 

Greece 
The 

Romans 
Anglo 

Saxons 
Vikings 

Ancient 
Maya 

Tudors 

The 
Golden 
Age of 
Steam 

World 
War II  

Crime and 
Punishment 

Human 
/ Civil 
Rights 
 

Exploration   ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓   

Invasion   ✓      ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓   

Cultural 
Change 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

Revolution 
and Change 

  ✓    ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

Empire   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Technological 
Advancement 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  

Law and 
Order 

   ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

 

 



 

Chronological Knowledge 
(developing an understanding of how historical events fit together over time) 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Begin to 
make sense 
of their 
own life-
story and 
family’s 
history. 

• Talk about the lives 
of people around them 
and their roles in 
society. 

• Understand the past 
through settings, 
characters and events 
encountered in books 
read in class and 
storytelling. 

• sequence up to 3 
events or objects in 
chronological order 

• label timelines with 
pictures and words 

• explain changes in 
their lives since they 
were born  

• explain changes I 
their parents / 
grandparents lives 
since childhood 

• use dates to talk 
about people in the 
past 

• give reasons for 
how they sequence 
at least 3 events, 
photos or artefacts 
on a timeline 

• describe memories 
of key events in lives   

• use dates to talk 
about things from the 
past 

• make connections 
between historical 
people of events they 
have studied 

• use a timeline 
within a specific time 
in history  

• sequence events or 
artefacts  

• use dates related 
to the passing of time  

• understand more 
complex terms e.g. 
BCE/AD   

• place events, 
people and artefacts 
from a period studied 
on a time line  

• use terms related 
to the period and 
begin to date events 

• represent the 
concept of change on 
a timeline 

• begin to recognise 
the different time 
periods between 
groups that invaded 
Britain  

• place current study 
on time line in 
relation to other 
studies with dates 

• know and 
sequence key events 
of time studied  

• create timelines 
which outline the 
development of 
specific features, 
such as medicine; 
weaponry; transport 

• describe main 
changes in a period 
of history  

• make comparisons 
and contrasts 
between different 
times in history   

• place features of 
historical events and 
people from past 
societies and periods 
in a chronological 
framework 

• use relevant dates 
and terms accurately 

• sequence up to ten 
events on a time line 

• identify periods of 
rapid change in 
history and contrast 
them with times of 
little change 

• show the concepts 
of continuity and 
change over time and 
represent them on a 
timeline 

yesterday, 
last week, at 
the 
weekend, 
this 
morning, 
last night 

yesterday, last week, 
at the weekend, this 
morning, last night 

in order, a long time 
ago, recently, when 
my parents/carers, 
grandparents were 
children, in the …… 
times 

years, in my lifetime, 
in my parents’/ 
carers’ lifetime, 
modern, old-
fashioned, long term, 
short term, timeline, 
time scale, in the 
……. period, in …… 
times 

dates, BC, AD, time 
period,  

era, change, 
chronology, ancient, 
century, decade 

dates, time period, 
era, chronology, 
change, century, 
decade,  

continuity, legacy, 
social, religious, 
political, 
technological and 
cultural 

 

 

 



 

Disciplinary Knowledge - Historical Enquiry   
(investigating the origins and outcomes of historical events and periods of history) 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Begin to 
make sense 
of their 
own life-
story and 
family’s 
history. 

• Comment on images 
of familiar situations in 
the past. 

• Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, including 
figures from the past. 

• Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what 
has been read in class. 

• sort artefacts into 
“then” and “now”  

• use as wide a range 
of sources as possible 
explaining how these 
help people find out 
about the past 

• ask and answer 
questions related to 
different sources and 
objects - What was it 
like for people What 
happened How long 
ago 

• begin to answer 
these questions with 
support 

• talk about how 
people find out about 
the past using a 
source  

• understand how a 
historical fact is 
evidenced 

• ask questions such 
as: What was it like 
for people What 
happened How long 
ago  

• suggest how to find 
answers to these 
questions 

• discuss the 
effectiveness of 
sources  

• use a range of 
sources to find out 
about a period  

• select and 
record 
information to 
answer questions 

• recognise that 
archaeologists 
have helped us 
understand more 
about the past 

• ask and answer 
questions   

• use evidence to 
ask and answer 
questions about the 
past   

• choose sources to 
present an accurate  
picture of one aspect 
of life in the past  

• ask a variety of 
questions   

• use a library, 
elearning for 
research   

• begin to identify 
primary and 
secondary sources  

• use evidence to 
build up a picture of 
life in a time studied 
from multiple 
sources 

• confidently use the 
library and e-learning 
for research   

• ask questions 
about change,  
similarities and 
differences 

• recognise primary 
and secondary 
sources  

• use a range of 
sources to find out 
about an aspect of 
time past, suggest 
omissions and the 
means of finding out  

• bring knowledge 
gathering from 
several sources 
together in a fluent 
account   

• ask questions 
about cause and 
significance  

 yesterday, last week, 
at the weekend, this 
morning, last night 

find out, explain, 
facts, reasons, 
events, actions 

find out, explain, 
reasons, events, 
causes, 
consequences, 
impact, affected, 
actions, time periods  

compare, contrast, reasons, events, cause, 
effect, consequences, impact, overview, 
characteristic features, civilisations, culture, 
diversity, aspects, beliefs, attitudes, 
historical accounts, explain 

connections, compare, contrast reasons, 
events, cause, effect, consequences, impact, 
overview, characteristic features, 
civilisations, culture, diversity, aspects, 
beliefs, attitudes, historical accounts, 
explain, social context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Disciplinary Knowledge - Interpretations of History   
(examining a range of sources to investigate how viewpoints and opinions can influence historical knowledge)  

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Begin to 
make sense 
of their 
own life-
story and 
family’s 
history. 

• Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, including 
figures from the past. 

• Understand the past 
through settings, 
characters and events 
encountered in books 
read in class and 
storytelling. 

• begin to identify 
different ways to 
represent the past 
(e.g. photos, stories, 
adults talking about 
the past) 

• compare pictures 
or photographs of 
people or events in 
the past  

• identify different 
ways to represent the 
past 

• identify and give 
reasons for different 
ways in which the 
past is represented   

• distinguish 
between different 
sources and evaluate 
their usefulness  

• look at 
representations of 
the period – 
museum, cartoons 
etc  

• look at the 
evidence available   

• begin to 
evaluate the 
usefulness of 
different sources  

• use text books and 
historical knowledge   

• compare accounts 
of events from 
different sources 
including fact or 
fiction   

• offer some reasons 
for different versions 
of events   

• link sources and 
work out how 
conclusions were 
arrived at  

• consider  ways of 
checking the accuracy 
of interpretations – 
fact or fiction and 
opinion   

• is aware that 
different evidence 
will lead to    
different conclusions  

• is confident when 
using the library and 
internet for research  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Range and Depth of Topic Knowledge 
(Studying as wide a range of historical periods and events as possible and determining how much detailed knowledge pupils are expected to acquire ) 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Begin to 
make sense 
of their 
own life-
story and 
family’s 
history. 

• Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, including 
figures from the past. 

• Talk about the lives 
of people around them 
and their roles in 
society. 

• Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what 
has been read in class. 

• begin to describe 
similarities and 
differences in 
artefacts   

• use a range of 
sources to find out 
characteristic 
features of the past 
events of time 
studied   

• recognise that 
there is a reason 
people in past acted 
as they did 

• find out about a 
well known historical 
figure 

• find out about 
people and events in 
other times     

• study 
collections of 
artefacts and 
confidently 
describe 
similarities and 
differences   

• use drama to 
develop empathy and 
understanding  

• (hot seating, sp. 
and listening)   

• find out about 
everyday lives of 
people in time 
studied   

• compare with our 
life today  

• identify reasons for 
and results of 
people’s actions  

• understand why 
people may have had 
to do something   

• study change 
through the lives of 
significant individuals 
(e.g. Queen Elizabeth 
and Queen Elizabeth 
II)   

• use evidence to 
reconstruct life in 
time studied  

• identify key 
features and events  

• look for links and 
effects in time 
studied  

• offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events  

• develop a broad 
understanding of 
ancient civilisations   

• study different 
aspects of life of 
different people – 
differences between 
men and women   

• examine causes 
and results of great 
events and the 
impact on people   

• relate current 
studies to previous 
studies  

• compare an 
aspect of life with 
the same aspect 
in another period  

• study an ancient 
civilization in detail 
(e.g. Benin, Shang 
Dynasty, Egypt)   

• find about beliefs, 
behaviour and 
characteristics of 
people, recognising 
that not everyone 
shares the same 
views and feelings   

• compare beliefs 
and behaviour with 
another period 
studied  

• write another 
explanation of a past 
event in terms of 
cause and effect 
using evidence to 
support and illustrate 
my explanation  

• know key dates, 
characters and 
events of time 
studied   

• compare and 
contrast  ancient 
civilisations  

 

For Topic Knowledge see organisers 
 

 


